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ECONOMY — BUSINESS CONFIDENCE 
6. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s comprehensive plan for jobs — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! Start again, member. 
Ms E. HAMILTON: I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s comprehensive plan for jobs, which includes 
job-creating infrastructure such as the rail line extension to Yanchep. Can the Premier outline to the house how 
business and industry has responded to this government’s job-creating policies? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Joondalup for the question. It is true that under this WA Labor government, business 
confidence is back in Western Australia. Over the course of our time in office, the state’s domestic economy, 
which was in recession under members opposite, has come out of recession. Businesses are expanding and many 
businesses across Western Australia are thriving. Businesses are investing. Members opposite will not like this, 
but we see huge increases in business confidence across Western Australia. The Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Western Australia’s “Survey of Business Confidence” has the headline, “Business Confidence on 
Four-year high.” Business confidence has been going up under this Labor government. I will quote the document. 
It states — 

West Australian business confidence is stronger than it has been in four years, … 
Who was in office back then, Mr Speaker? Members opposite were! The CCI “Survey of Consumer Confidence” 
is very instructive, stating that consumers in 2017 were on a confidence high. What influences consumer 
confidence? 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: The Premier—it has to be! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay, I will take that. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: If the hat fits! I will send the member for Dawesville a membership form! 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Moore! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am trying to answer the question. Consumers in 2017 were on a confidence high. What 
influences consumer confidence? The first line under that heading states it is a stable political environment. What 
could that be referring to, Mr Speaker? Perhaps it refers to the dysfunctional family opposite that ran government. 
Both sides hated each other and budgeting was a mess in Western Australia during their time in office. I will go 
through some of the figures. A quarter of businesses said they would increase their workforces in the December 
quarter and 30 per cent of businesses expected to hire more staff in the next three months. These figures are backed 
up by the “ANZ/Property Council Survey”, which states that business confidence in Western Australia is now the 
second highest in the country under this government. Of course, we are also bringing policy initiatives into this 
place on a daily basis including the Western Australian Jobs Act, tourism initiatives, infrastructure initiatives, 
mining initiatives and science and technology initiatives. These are the sorts of things — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Are you having a good chat there, guys? Do you want to go outside and do it? If you ask 
a question, we want to hear the answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: These are the sorts of things that members opposite were not capable of doing. It is 
instructive that we work cohesively together to achieve outcomes. Mr Speaker, you asked if members wanted to 
go outside to sort things out; I could think only of the member for South Perth and Hon Peter Collier in that context 
because the members of the opposition are still as dysfunctional in their relationships as they were when they were 
in government—not fit for government. 
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